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Carrier-free water-soluble polyporphyrin nanoparticles for
anti-tumor photodynamic therapy
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(1. College of Chemical Engineering, Dalian University of Technology, Dalian 116024, Liaoning, China; 2. Department of
Intervention, Liaoning Cancer Hospital, Shenyang 110801, Liaoning, China )

Abstract: To solve the ubiquitous aggregation-induced quenching (ACQ) effect and strong hydrophobicity
of large ring conjugated photosensitizers, a series of water-soluble polyporphyrins (P-10, P-30 and P-50)
were prepared by introducing different flexible chains containing ether groups. Upon screening, P-50
owned the best water-solubility and the highest singlet oxygen yield, its singlet oxygen yield was 1.95-fold
that of porphyrin monomer. P-50 could self-assembled into nanoparticles (NPs) with a particle size of 100
nm in a carrier-free manner. The NPs had excellent pH stability, serum stability, dilution stability,
freeze-drying stability and time stability. /n vitro photo/dark toxicity results indicated that the NPs had low
dark-toxicity in both tumor cells (Hep1-6) and normal cells (293T) (cell viability higher than 80%). The
NPs had obvious photo-toxicity in Hepl-6 cells (cell viability fewer than 30%), showing that the NPs had
typical anti-cancer photodynamic therapy (PDT) effect.
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PUZRIERRIR ( TPP ) B RCH = A FR A A8 4,
BT R X G 4 i E pE L4100 (H T S i
ILHEEER, FEKRMEN TR RS = n-n R, Bl
W&%ﬁMt?%%,Mﬁ%%%%ﬁﬁ<mnx
ACQ SRR LSEH A T%, Hl5 PDT 1)
SIS SR AR, EN MR R T R R K
PRIEHE SR B EGR K A ACQ U R B T AN [H Y
i, iR A YIHOCEG I T R A R %
Ry N R Y Lt P NG = S N
Wb F14 2 1) 457 BHL B 5 1A 96052 o) S 23 40 1 R B A
FAPS2T 5@ i 5 A 2 M BEE R YRR N o 12
DL %3 i 51 B 23 18] 37 BH 2548 A B S 4 ' A
FIF H B AR D245 L4 it T LA 30t
EROGEN/ N1 B RAE, 1R S R AR
H2 R T e R A YRR K i 1 25 S B AR F
98 20 I 2 Wik ELAE AR DO PR () 4 5 (] R, 4758
e 2 | AN A A 2 43R $ v YRR 9 2R AR A 1

R TR R A, AR A2 iy S g A b ok
BRI 5] A PERE , PR TER 4 - IR
( PEG-PLA)ZR AR SEAT I UTIETE A0 KL, A3 2L ]
TR SCRE B ACQ RN, $i =y T R ) 2k
BETEH . KB ERR AR ] 4505430 A
FEIE BN KR R R v, A2 A KA ) 5 7K b bk
HRRE T S EER AR EBAC, RS, RTFSIA
TWARITYIR Y PEG-PLA ZRAAZXf IF H 4143
B — 5 Y 20 B RE R B B S o R T T R A ] R
ARSI 5 | AGEIKE 1) e PERREE A T — ZR S bk
REWY, WXt BG4 1 AR A = A X 4 B
HEA RIF/KEERRIMK P-50, P-50 1] LLE
wEkT, BA R RLSE R, ENMED
RGO H AT KR, FHXT BT T B 44
KRR SE P LA B ARSI GRS B AT T I, KA
NN AGA RS 2k K F 4L AR R R [
EDC - HCl & 1-(3-HI & LN IL)-3-2 Fehi — 0 Jiie
ihiREE . DMAP Xt — & 3EnkiE . TCPP AR
FEARFL NPk ),

.{O’R O

R EDC-HCI, DMAP

n
HO OH DMEF, 110 °C

= HO~O~"~0H HO~O0-~0~Ou~py
HO~ OO~ OO~ O~0OH

.

TCPP iedic LN E2p SY A

Hé OH

1 SRIGERSY

11 KFISME

T (AR 99% ). S HTEE (B
97% ). 1-(3- W &I IL)-3- 2 FEm — W e Eh iR 1
(EDC - HCl, JEESE 99% ). X — H & 3t
( DMAP, JEHRAMEL 98% ). 1,3- KA IF ki
( DPBF, 434l ), g R LA AR A RA
=402 R (30-20H, FRrE 99% ), FifFk
TEMACRHE A BRA F; DURELR LRk ( TCPP,

HOE97% ), LRI ERH A RA ]  BER
ﬁ%@%@(ms;ﬂ7m R4 (FBS ), 4%
KBt mbHE (i) HRAAE; L. FEE. N,N-
T I B ( DMF ), =& HBE . USRI . K
N Corpral), RKghiRh s B A= 0 A B A 7o

Varian DLG400 3 ¥e ki, £[E Varian
T ZS90 YKKIEE Y Zeta HLAIAMHFAN, FEE D
IR 3Ly E) 5 B O g AT B ) T AR
( MALDI-TOF ), 1515 BIgEER (154X ( GPC ), FE[H
Waters 2\ 1) ; UV8543 &4h-u] WA LET, HA
I E Y8/ 7] 3 NOVA NanoSEM 450 37 & St d
T RMEE (SEM), ZEE FEIAH .
1.2 KFHERIMNKEIE K

IKIEE P-30 A B AN T R o

EDC-HCI, DMAP
OH ——>»

DLELA S 30-20H 7 il i i K i 1 P-30 il %
772, FREL TCPP (25 mg, 0.032 mmol ). EDC+HCI
(49 mg, 0.256 mmol ) fl DMAP ( 15.6 mg,
0.128 mmol ) ¥ T 400 uL DMF 1, fii# 2 80 °CHit
#¥ 10 min #RJ5 , il A 30-20H( 12.4 mg,0.064 mmol )
ﬂnmuummm&mmm THEZE 110 °CHkZE
I 48 ho TFRIVESHT . FRVIAE 15 mL Sk
Uik, %Lw%mf FEE T S T i bR
EHREA M Wk, B UTTER T 4 mL DMSO FUK TR
AR [ M(H,0) + (DMSO)=10 : 1) w1, JFH# A
AEXS 4 F By 500 Y& M4 TE LB F oK s T
24h J5, T-40 CHBRTRTEILTHRT, &Y
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NEAREEK P-30, XP=#EiT 'THNMR, “CNMR
FAE AR 4T B R AE . AR 20 B R R AiF v
WF: ¥ P30 FTFEIEH DMF (JREIRE 2 g/L ),
WA s gL DMF (54 BES 5N 0.1%
HITRALEE ). WA 1 mL/min HAEE K 45 °CHysE
25 33 35 (GPC ) I SR bk (% B34 40 %t 43+
Jidk . EIART ST I DA S iR L

W PR A B . 2 T I S B AT % A #
P-10 5 P-50,
13 BESEFEIHE

il 1,3- 4 5 85T mk i DPBF )il 5 P-10 .
P-30 #{ P-50 MY AA "%, DPBF &8 WLk
I BALE S P R R %R, DPBF 7E 420 nm AbA B i
F 58 A0 3 3t e ) A (42050 i s I 5 LK
BRI INEY, ZWMEUARE, &5
ff R 1,2- R R SREOR o 7E e R P onT DLW 2R #
DPBF 28 /Mg e e o B2 A1, J8 A UV-Vis SGig i
M ptid 2. F DPBF K&OEHGR ( TCPP. P-10. P-30
o P-50 ) % fit#E DMSO H, 43 il i DPBF ¥
(2x 107 mol/L ) S56MFIHIE R 2x10°° mol/L 1)
TCPP 5 2Nk (P-10, P-30 5 P-50 ) %W, ¥ I
SRR WA B 1.5 mL IR A OB 2505 8 H
Pk 650 nm., SEBEEEE A 20 mW/em®. KR AR
FHC RS, PR — 5 B[R] E S HAE 420 nm 79 52 4M I
e HARETR (@,) BIHTEARWT

D= D3 x Rx P/ (R x )

A oM TCPP AL S EEH,; R M RS
RFFEAER MK (P-10, P-30 B{ P-50) 1 TCPP
H1E &0 T DPBF 7E 420 nm Ab [ 484N AR 1k 5 R
SEIFRIAG 2 R TZe bR PR T 40110 TCPP
RN (P-10., P-30 5% P-50) MRAMRIGTE
LR RS RO A A 3 KR I H{E .
14 MWARRMEE., REURBEERR

¥ P-50 HHW T LB oK il BUST LR BE
5¢g/L BB, £ 37 CF##E 1h, BT P-50 M
FMESTERKER T H & AL AR, Bz gk
ROKE W T TIREms, ANEE#F—250E,
4K P RLAR RN B S SE U (DLS ) il .

pH e P BB IR G K B R B 2 B A A [
pH (pH=5.53, 7.16. 8.33) [ PBS &k, &%
EWE N 0.5g/L, 7£ 37 CFHE 1 h )5, #d DLS
I HERLAR

MLV M B IR G ROR BRI B 22 5 A R
U ECR 10% FBS 401 F55 ( DMEM }i 573 )
o, AR 0.5 g/L, DL ToKE pH o 7.16
B PBS AU ik & A R B 00 10% FBS A4 i 5

FEEAE R4, fF 37°CTF#E 1 h J5i@d DLS
-k AR AR

Fk R e e S AR ECN 10% 64 1l
T AR SR I LR R Y 0.5 /L gk
BOAW A BIFERE 5. 10, 20, 50 1100 4%, e AL
R E 43 0.1, 0.05, 0.025., 0.01 i1 0.005 g/L
VR, 7E 37 °C T RRFE 1 h 5k DLS MR fe A8 1k .

HTREME: B RGP REMREE pH N
7.16 B PBS W, AFEWE R 0.5 g/L, Hat
DLS 43 il HAE-40 C TRl J5 BRiAE

BRI IR GORB R REE pH
7.16 1) PBS # M, LW EE N 0.5 g/L, IFIRAF
FEIRT, /3 1. 2. 3 d#id DLS Mlikifs,

PR T AT U G 2 )
Bro ns AR EMEZER, *p<0.05 FREASHIT
HER, p<0.01 FRAEFREFEGITEER,
#k%p<0.001 Fn HARH B EM ST,
1.5 BRAMHRAGE SN BE B TG

K H MTT 3230052 P-50 4Kk % /)N B9 40 i
(Hepl-6) VAR N LRz 40a (293T ) A4 A 75
P B35 AN LA 1 10% /S 20 /L 1Y) 5 42 A
7E 96 fLAk A 1 & AR 7345 10% FBS /) DMEM
RigR BLhE 3% . MR 1.4 77 P BV 1 7 v B 1 e
JE24 50 pmol/L AR, TR HIMA Hepl-6
5% 239T 4, 1595 4 hJm, JH 650 nm 06 (%
IR E N 10 mW/em? ) BSTFLAR 30 min, 4k%:
BAEIREE 20 h 5, I MTT g Holbag kit
TR E o FEBR G TR PRI 52 50 A0 B8 v 1) 6 BG4
R Sy B B T A R i s RS BROGRE I A S5 A0 BR
BTG K 4 A B, BSR4 IR ZH B0 8 T s
FE IR T PR I 2 S50 25 R v (4 i A 9 Kok L B ' B
AT, B ZS 6 BRI %E Tk . IRAME IS B
PRV B S5 SRR T R S A T 0 I8 35 1 25 S 4 BT

2 HR5iTie

21 RERMEHRL

fdi i TCPP 1 30-20H #ill % P-30 A1 hh I A5
ML, Xt R A A AT DT

I TR RA R LR, TRk T 5 AR
AR, S50 1 FR. 0 =& Wk, B2
IR SN AR, P-30 By P Rk B 8 P %
SrFR (M) KT 5000, X ATfHEEH T TCPP
FEX BRI R I S 22 T8, MIELZ T, 4L
DU S KR 5, DMF R FIisE, TCPP B ) i i PE AR
4, Horh DMF 350 LA S 7= 38 R S 38 M X 43
ik, A% I8, P DMF /58 O IEH



A5 TR R TP SRR KR T T IR B 6 3 R oY - 491 -

%3 o &,
Tl R RIS RO AR
Table 1 Effect of solvent on polymerlzationj“
sl FE 3% M, M b?
DMF 50.7 5500 10700 1.95
N 23.1 4000 4900 1.23
DY S, i 48.8 5500 6900 1.27
=E ML 36.2 2500 2700 1.05
2R 43.7 3600 4100 1.13

OREEH 50 °C, BF[E % 48 h, TCPP #FEH 0.063 mol/L,
30-20H ¥ %K 0.126 mol/L; @M,. M, 1 D @it GPC i,

DAL ISRR T ( PMMA ) SHARUERE, J5 AN 43 T 5
M2 IS E o My BIGAXT G T hiE, D X5
AR T

P ORMESE T IRJEXT R A RN R, 455
2 iR, BEERERN T, RERMNM=RET
S, (5 P-30 M S SIAHXT T B A T R
X ] RS R R A WRE A T, FECR
BN T R REAG . FEBCAS [RIREE R B 7= WA
KRR, RS EEAE 110 °CRAT, P-30 (¥
FHYAHXT 2 F A 8000 B 584G W 1) V75 fidt 1 de -
BAHHE 110 °C Ry s S IR .

2 MBS RO R R

Table 2  Effect of temperature on polymerization

R EE/°C PR Y% M, M, D
50 50.7 5500 10700 1.95
90 62.6 6324 10200 1.61
110 83.7 4610 8000 1.73

¥ %578 DME, BF[a] %y 48 h, TCPP 4 0.063 mol/L,
30-20H ¥ JE 4 0.126 mol/L,

HE— R T AR TCPP Ik Xt B4 I i 1 5%
W, S5 3 R,

# 3 TCPP ¥ JE X R A I3

Table 3  Effect of TCPP concentration on polymerization

HeE /(mol/L)  FEHR/% M, M, P
0.01 76.4 2900 3600 1.27
0.025 89.6 2700 3700 1.39
0.05 67.9 3300 5400 1.64
0.063 83.7 4600 8000 1.73
0.1 50 2700 3500 1.29

0. WEHR 110 °C, Bf[EJy 48 h,

2 N R TCPP ¥ FE AR T 0.05 mol/L B,

H AR T R AR T 5500, 3% 0] AE 2t TRk
JERFIK T TCPP 4> FRIAEE L . 24 TCPP ¥E
ik 0.1 mol/L i, AWy 7™= 23R DL B AN 43 F I i
FROH L REAS, T REZ T i vk B S R AR B %
fE e TR, IR RA R N . BRILLASE, ARAHXT

3 Bia iy P-30 TE/K R s PR 22, al g2 T
AR 3 J52  ATR 5 |A 1) 200 12 k e AS FE AR i 4
TR AR, ASBEIR B HE S KRR . R,
PEPEMY Befd: TCPP ¥ FE A 0.063 mol/L.

TE LR SRS b, AR SCARER Y T R K
FEXT YK R s, 25 NER 4 PR,

Fa ATE) AR A 0 R RE

Table 4  Properties of polyporphyrins prepared from
different monomers
Baw 7R % M, M, b))
P-10 87.9 4700 7400 1.57
P-30 83.7 4600 8000 1.73
P-50 91.1 4100 8600 2.12

. BN 110 °C, %57 DMF, B}E]2h 48 h, TCPP #k
BN 0.063 mol/L, 30-20H ¥y 0.126 mol/L,

SRR R RE 2 T 30-20H FINHEE N
FEAfR, AR PRI LT 80%L E, HEHAX}
PR E 8000 ZE 47, P-10 MK 2E, 0l
B2 PR A SR B (AR 0] ) 2 M T e e 0, 4R T I ol
K RE 455 . M2 T, P-50 L P-30 A& H L
KN, HR2JLFRE T8 2KE, &M TN
HBEAE A Z2 PR A I T LS4 b 3k ) 0 o e A
REMBR ., Hit, wHKEMERGW P-50 fE5
LT

R T I8 AE P-50 A S S Ak, %o
T RE DL B ARV B R AT TR éﬁ%ﬁu%@ 5
6 i HEBAEX F B EAE 8000 Z£ 4B, P-50
R KRB, R 110 CRHRMNIRE . N H
it oL AR B e A e v YR R T R A B AT
L, PR 7S H AR ) 0.063 mol/L,

5 WEEXKENE P-50 BRI
Table 5 Effect of temperature on the water-soluble P-50

i/ °C TEER Y M, M, b
60 79.8 5800 6600 1.14
90 80.9 6500 7900 1.20
110 91.1 4100 8600 2.12
140 85.3 6300 7900 1.26

. ) DMF, i[85 48 h, TCPP ¥ %4 0.063 mol/L,
30-20H ¥ 4 0.126 mol/L,

F 6 TCPP Ik JEXF KB ME P-50 54

Table 6 Effect of concentration of TCPP on the
water-soluble P-50
WEE/(mol/L)  F2%/% M, M, )
0.030 82.7 4600 5600 1.22
0.063 91.1 4100 8600 2.12
0.100 45.6 5100 6300 1.24

& WER 110 °C, #HIH DMF, Bf[E K 48 h,
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2.2 EHRLE

SR YIE T T 'THNMR & “CNMR #£1E, 45
W 1R, H# P-30 FlELA TCPP 1 'THNMR
R (K 1a) AJH, 1E 0 8.27. 8.34, 8.81 K 2.94
Qb TCPP PR RRIE I Y BRAE P-30 TR, FE 6
4.56 4bJ& T 30-20H H R BE [ RRIE I 7R R A i 14
HHR (6 4.56 Ab/ING S HA Y FH L0 B e 3]
ERE YA IRAAE R DR ARIE I ), 7E 6 3.4~3.5
J& T AR I B AE R A s R . e
P-30 FlIHi{& TCPP i CNMR & (& 1b) A%,
£ 6 120~170 PYJE T TCPP B4 R 6 F7 AE I 24 H PR
fE P-30 Mfkig . A, 7€ 5 60~80 PYJE T HLiA
30-20H H I FH 3L ik ) R I 0 s BRTE 3R & 0 1 i
& v [a] I ] MALDI-TOF #— 5 50431F P-30 Y45
My, 53K 1d s, P-30 SZPrii e &4 Hos
FXT 2B 1106, 5 B 5 BAITAH N 40 T
A3, AR KA. P-10 Fl P-50 (1)
'HNMR & E W 1c FiR,

BAY '"HNMR FAELE R UF

P-10, [ {A; '"HNMR (400 MHz, DMSO-dj),
5:8.83(s, 8H), 8.36(m, 8H), 8.29(m, 8H), 3.34~4.08(m,
16H), —2.93(s, 2H).

P-30, 44 [#{4; '"HNMR (400 MHz, DMSO-dq),
5:8.81(s, 8H), 8.34(m, 8H), 8.27(m, 8H), 3.16~3.57(m,
32H), —2.94(s, 2H).

P-50, £4,[# {4; "HNMR (400 MHz, DMSO-dq),
5:8.84(s, 8H), 8.36(m, 8H), 8.31(m, 8H), 3.11~3.88(m,
48H), —2.93(s, 2H).

180 160 140 120 100 80 60 40 20 O
0

PR /a.u.

1600 2400 3200 4000 4800 5600 6400 7200 8000
ml/Z

K 1 TCPP. 30-20H # P-30 i) '"HNMR (a ) Fl *CNMR
%% (b); P-10 Fil P-50 B '"HNMR %8 (¢ ); P-30
i MALDI-TOF & (d)

"HNMR (a) and *CNMR (b) spectra of TCPP,

30-20H and P-30; 'HNMR spectra (c) of P-10
and P-50; MALDI-TOF spectrum (d) of P-30

Fig. 1

2.3 BESFFFERMR

FIH DPBF %f P-10, P-30, P-50 LIK& TCPP
PARHEAT T RS ET R, EREIA 3 K
SR PRI AT S 25 Y

DPBF Al P-10., P-30 #{ P-50 MJIRARBAE
420 nm A Y58 A O BE YA B O BROERE (] 4 3 i
Mo XJEH TS B RKACET, Rk~ E
LA A M DPBF #4700, SBURG W IRTE
420 nm bR EEAMIR IO REAR . ARHEIAE 420 nm AbHY
AN EEE SRR A, AR P-10.
P-30 Fll P-50 HYHLEZS SR8 L TCPP B A B
LAAE RN 1, H— RS E R ILAE 2,

2.5

1.95

IH—fb)5 RS R
-

54
n

TCPP P-10 P-30 P-50
B2 A—fb)E R A s = R

Fig. 2 Singlet oxygen yield after normalization
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WA A, P-10. P-30. P-50 By LA
FERI B TCPP HURARY 1.34 f5 . 177 f%5. 1.95 1%
(F2). HULrTAL, 51 AZPERESE RLI 06 T ek
FUREIY m-n HERIRON, $0 T RS E M=%,
LB 5 4 38 T 1 8 ) S A
24 PR RHRIELEIEE K

T P-50 HABIHKIEME L B ALk 254
B, AT LABERE P-50 [ 4124 LA AR X g oK i1 7
T— YRR E MR, 9Kk A0 LA M RE
PERFFE R0 1.4 735 XF P-50 % Tk i A 4358
WAL FEFT T SEM IR (18] 3a), 455K,
MK R R AR 7E 100 nm 247, Bl)S, FEAN[A]
pH BIFRE T MG RL kAR ([ 3b ).

350 "b *kkok

300 - i

250
g 200}
<@ oS
150t

o0} | 1

50l

0 1 1 1

5.53 7.16 833 A 1 2 3
pH g%@ﬁ ATl
160 p
140
120 Jrjr
100
E
@ 80
ii‘ 60_
40
20+
06‘“;%%15102050100
¥ EE HRAES
.QQ
Q%
Q

B3 4Kk SEM B (a); 99RAKIAEANR pH |, FRtHT

JRVAKAE PBS (pH=7.16) ' 3 d NAYEERE (b); 44

KABAEA R T LABA R R BEARCR iR EE (¢)
SEM images of nanoparticles (a); Stability of
nanoparticles at different pH, before or after
lyophilization, and in PBS (pH=7.16) within 3 d
(b); Stability of nanoparticles in different solutions
and at different dilution times (c)

Fig. 3

M 3b RIAHT, 75550 25 A0 T 9 AR I R A% 22 )
AR, FEWMMEAMT, BAAZE KBS, A
JEF, T RE P-50 FTh A R S N R EE S A
fr ey BT A T ARHERR (A5 2R it A
AR BN o X GRKE ) i 3 AR E R R AT TR
Wk 3¢ FiR o KRR AE K R . PBS 28 thif f LA
K& A B 10% FBS B PBS 2% b Y
[ PBS(10%FBS) ) HAsfEA K, HA RIFHILiEFR
FEME o SRRV P A G RORLE A T O AR AR E PR 5T L
Kl 3co MIF 3¢ ITLAIE H, P-50 GKRiAERFE 5~100
fiE, RAR LA AR AR B A e M 45
RIULE 3b, ME 3b nl51, T AT 9RRL RS
PR [ 3b IEBGURRIAE 3 d N EA RIFIFRE
£, pH FaETERI, P-50 94Kk nT LL7E 55 IR R85
AR R AR EE; miER e, P-50 49k
] LATEASEEL ) A2 23 DA R I PR R RRUE
TR e M, P-50 9Kkr il RAZERG B2 100 fi5
B 44y R A rAe e s R TARUE R, P-50 4
KRR IFE-40 °CRRAF; BFEFREPER, P-50
YL AT DLAE— 2 IR P 4l RE R AF AR e . 25 b
JIFik, P-50 FRRIAERHLR A RA: B h HA R
IR EE
2.5  BENMWR{R S S BE FIETE G

K MTT 5% P-50 9RRLHEAT T (RSN IE 75
PEPEAL P 5N E 4 fis .

293T Hepl-6
* %

.

ns

T
T
1

—
(=3
(=]

ARG I%

0

& X & & B %
L& & $

Bl 4 XF 293T BRSNS RE 1L LL KX Hepl-6 ARSI/
==,
AL
Fig. 4 In vitro dark toxicity to 293T and in vitro photo
toxicity and dark toxicity to Hep1-6

HI& 4 AT %0, P-50 GAKRLAEEH 40/l (293T)
th A BRI BEPE , TERGEVRET (50 pmol/L )
M AE TS RAKIH S T 80%, WEMIHEA —E M4
PE. Qi 4 BoR, P-50 KRiAEME 4EM (Hepl-6 )
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