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Prepar ation and properties of a class of proton exchange
membranes with flexible side chains
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Abstract: A series of sulfonated poly(aryl ether sulfone)s (4SPAES-x) {x=n[3,3'-bis(3", 5"-dimethylphenyl)-
4,4'-difluorobenzene sulfon]/n(4,4'-dihydroxy biphenyl)x100} with four flexible side chains in repeated
units were prepared by bromination and graft sulfonation of poly(aryl ether sulfone) with side methyl
structure. The chemical structure and properties of 4SPAES-x were characterized and tested by 'HNMR,
GPC, AFM, electronic universal testing machine and TG. The 4SPAES-x membranes were used as a proton
exchange membrane for vanadium redox flow battery (VRFB), and the performance of VRFB was
evaluated. The results showed that the prepared 4SPAES-x membranes had a good hydrophilic/hydrophobic
phase separation morphology. The ion exchange capacities of 4SPAES-x membranes were 1.12~1.74
mmol/g, and the water absorption, swelling rate and proton conductivity at 30 °C were 11%~32%, 7%~22% and
21~86 mS/cm, respectively, which increased with the increase of sulfonation ratio. The maximum energy
efficiency of the vanadium redox flow single battery assembled with 4SPAES-25 membrane was 83.3% at a
current density of 40 mA/cm’, higher than that of Nafion 115 (81.5%). In addition, the single battery had good
cycle stability.

Key words. proton exchange membrane; side chain sulfonation; energy efficiency; vanadium redox flow
battery; functional materials
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1.1 iKH

3,3-(3"5"- —H R R I )-4.4- T R R
( 4CH;-DFDPS ) &% A 84 2 1 438 10 J7 &
AU 4,4 TG 2R (fAFK DFDPS ), CP, #{iX
KA B R R A BR A F] 5 4,4- R BEOR (7]
#BP), CP, p*RAb=ZH AR ( L) ARAF; N-
FHEE & BBl ( NMP ), CP. N-JRAR T k0 iz (i
FRNBS ), AR, i8R EE (7 Fk BPO ), AR Fil
3-FiE-1- N e R AN ( #FR SMPS ), CP, Bl Tk
F (B ABRAT; VOSO,, skl anik T
Iy HA R i
12 #l&

Il 4CH;-DFDPS. DFDPS #ll BP R if Rk},
S A R AU RO T — RSN E A
FEAY (4CH;-PAES-x ), A ST iR,

HC
mch CH,
x B ) Z C)F + (100—x)F—©—§—©—F + HOOH KOs |
BP

DFDPS

G-~ HOFO~-O-OoH, o

4CH;-PAES-x

BrH,C— ) CH;Br

R= /S S 03Na

R R 4CH,Br-PAES-x
OO0 OO0,

4SPAES-x (x=16, 20, 25, 30)

1.2.1 2w ¥ EEME SR (4CH;-PAES-x ) #
SR,
X 4CH;-PAES-20 [ x=n(4CH;-DFDPS)/n(BP) % 100,

TIE Y& B M 6, % 4CH;-DFDPS( 0.9251 g,2 mmol ),
DFDPS(2.034 g, 8 mmol ), BP( 1.8621 g, 10 mmol ),
K,CO; (1.3821 g, 10 mmol ), 12 mL NMP FI 5 mL
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2RI A BB 5 A WU PERS . IR B8R . 0K
MAMASH ALK 100 mL =8P . T 140 °C
TN 2 h Je i AR 2 R AR T2 160 °C
FFg 4~8 h JEBIF A RAE IR, B#EMA
10 mL NMP T FEEE, e ROV EIA 500 mL
SEEOK CIRFREEA 10 1) il dE, H2la e
ARBEY, HUKBEEREIR, 78 100 °CF HA T4
24 h 152 =8, =R 95%.

1.2.2 Avg ik 2 My R 55 B A (4CH,Br-PAES-x )

A AR,

16 250 mL = B im A 4CH;-PAES-20
(2.0g, —CH;>¥ 3.619 mmol ) #1180 mL 1,1'2,2'-
ALK, HIRH R 2. EIMA 1.6103 g
(9.0475 mmol ) NBS #1 0.3287 g ( 1.3571 mmol )
BPO, 80 °CF ¥ 6~8 h, SJwi%hi o8 ar i
o R AE A OB DTTE I A BRI EOR, 80 °CTF
HZTH 12 h, SEHRE @ 2R ™Y 4CH,Br-
PAES-20, F=3%N 92%.

123 4w b4k s M sk & 5 s (4SPAES-x )
9 A AR,

¥ SMPS (2.5395 g, 14.251 mmol ), K,COs
(1.9696 g, 14.251 mmol ) F140 mL NMP il A |
250 mL = FIB T, 60 °CRHtHEAM 1 h, BEJSTE
80 °CFInl ) iy Pl MR R AW (8 2.0g
4CH,Br-PAES-20 (—CH,Br & 3.1670 mmol ) & T
60 mL NMP J, i 10 hJi, B S E A 2 B
ULVE, [BEARAIKPEGREK, 80 °C T HZ T/ 24 h,
FRRNARRL A B 4 A 2 P00 Bl 5 480 10 1 10 28 55 Tk A 2R
A ASPAES-20 ( (O FURCIR =Y, 73N 97% ).
e B R A W ik 4 5l & L T 4SPAES-16
4SPAES-25 Fll 4SPAES-30,

1.2.4 4SPAES-x fiit ¢ 4] &

FRHL 0.65 g 4SPAES-x, 5E4 T 14 mL DMSO
i, R 0.45 pm U8 Sk 1Y T S AR B IR VRO D
£ 6.5 cmx 6.5 cm MBI [, TFRZ BB AUTE
80 °CHYMEAR TH2 12 h WU, BT 78K TPl s
IR bR IR T B RIR HIAE 1.5 mol/L H,SO,
W 24 h, i Na B4 HY, IHEEAE
EETARPE.

1.3 SHHMRMESHERENIK

R IR I CAVANCE 1T 400M %Y,
MEEAE AR ) RIEYRFE51, L CDClL
1 DMSO-dg AiEH, WP EAERE (TMS) M IMFER,
4CH;-PAES-x IL Wi A 43 i i ( i FR 4 F i)
WL B IR BB 1%L ( Waters Breeze GPC, 3 [H
Waters A #] ) WA, FRIE L IRARifE 5 EA TR,
Ve A PO E Wi (THF ) , Wik 1.0 mL/min,

W3 T Wi ( Dimension Edge, 15 [E A4 58
ovED) MR BRAES. FEEER T, HEFEile
ML (WDT-5 B, FEINPURMUA R E] ) i K
R 4SPAES-x LA PERE o o WAL 5 D) Ak
4 cmx1 cm WIEES, JRiC® 3 IRIMERFEHE. A
PE ML (TG 209 F1 A, f8[E Netzsch 237 ) il
FE 4SPAES-x MRAVHFREM:, AAHFETLL 20 °C
/min AR NE IR TEE] 800 °C, FEMIKAT, HBEAE M
FE 100 °C 1 3125 BERS 08 6 W20 B AG Ak 27 4801k
PRI A, BRI AE 3 mol/L H,SO, ¥ T L il 11
0.15 mol/L (VO,),SO, ¥ 11, 720 h J&5 18 i B 1 &
T RAF H 54

A ST A 1 VI R R RE A B T A e A
(IEC, mmol/g) , HHXMTF:
IEC = CNaOHVNaOH - CHCIVHCI ( 1 )

Wiary
:Titq:' : CnaoH A Cual ﬁ%‘]ﬂﬂ{ﬁ*ﬁﬁ"]{iﬁfﬁ , mol/L; Vaon
H Ve 35 EAER, mL; Wy TR, g.
e Ao 300 A K T S ) o AR AR TR K
R (WU) MK Rk ER KSR (SR) , |
AR (2) M (3) RG]

W —W
WU/% = 9% 2100 (2)
dry

SR = 2w "Ly 0 (3)
Ly

2 Lo A Wi 0 ARG Cem ) FTE (g ) 5
Loy Fl Wy 53 B FRERRE (em) AT (g) o

i H Ak S B (EIS ) 0 0 it 114 S R
(o, mS/em) , FFHIF A 6l H %A S 3t rboml 3 B5e i)
B (R, Q-cm?) o i H AUE S A5 155 g AL
BTBER, MIKEE K 30 °C, FH UV-Vis ik
1 (UV-2450, HARGHAR ) 7E 762 nm Ab &%
WWOCRE , BRI bR 27 A 2E 1 i VO Y
W, WY e AT ENE FBE R,
VRFB H. L jth 30 2o 6 B Sl A2 PSRN 4 mm (1947
SR E AR 2 IE], P AR e B g e, il A
() VRFB 240 P4l B 0 2R e P i . FE 0L A6 38
RJEFE VRFB B b X 2L all B f7 A0 . 7
40 mA/cm® A IE A2 HLF S B R EA T, FEHL AR OR LA
K165V, B E/NEALN 0.8 V, TEH A E N
50 ¥k, MR N 30 °C. BAHL I AY SRR (CE ) |
REEA%E (EE) MHEESCR (VE) @A (4) |
(5) F1 (6) ARG .

[ 14at

CE/% = %100 (4)
[1.de
V. I,dt

EE/%:I T 100 (5)

[Vyl.ae
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VE% = 224100 (6)
CE
A AR ¢ A1 d B R TR AR s LA VR
B (mA) FEE (V) 5 LA V. hFREBEIR
(mA) FIHEE (V) 5 ¢ ABE (h) .

2 GRS

21 REVMRIE

15 T Rl 45 89 4CH;-PAES-x AHXH 4314+
KHA . WNFE 1 ATREL, XS FREE 6.2x
10°~9.3 x 10*, PDI 7F 1.54~1.62, $iF 52 H AT & (/) 4H
X 43 F i MU XS 2 F 50 A7 o

%1  4CH;-PAES-x FHX} 21 i B K 43 A

Table 1 Relative molecular mass and its distribution of
4CH;-PAES-x
FE & M,/(x10%) M,/(x10%) PDI
4CH;-PAES-16 8.1 12.5 1.54
4CH;-PAES-20 6.2 9.9 1.60
4CH;-PAES-25 9.3 14.6 1.57
4CH;-PAES-30 8.0 12.9 1.62

Pl 1 A 45 3R 9 "THNMR 3%

ﬁ@&%{%@o@@@ﬁ

R=8\"~S0;Na H0

DMSO

b,c
e
CH,Br BrH,C
Bri,C. CH,Br b
-0 FHHO-Oo OO,
H0 DMSO
—CH,Br J
b\
5_/CH; HC
HC CH,
oG 3H0-Go0 o :
v, 22,566
CDCl, —cH, HO

K 1 4CH;-PAES-20 (a ). 4CH,Br-PAES-20 (b ) i
4SPAES-20 (c¢) [ "HNMR 3% [&

"HNMR spectra of 4CH;-PAES-20 (a),
PAES-20 (b) and 4SPAES-20 (c)

Fig. 1 4CH,Br-

NE 1a AT LLE W, 0=2.33 Ab B0 B {551
JF)& T 4CH;-PAES-x H1i—CH;, 0=6.9~8.2 Z[a] 1
PR SR TR LA F. #E—2 L) NBS
S IRAL R XS LR A A TR AL B g, AL 1b T
PLIE 2], AL R AW 0=2.33 (1) H LI FEAR TG 2%,
IMAE 0=4.75 ML T BB FU, HKNF—CH,Br 1Y
A, R A R 4CH,Br-PAES-x ({RALHETE
95%Lh I ). e, KRR AW S SMPS £ 80 °C
TRV 45 4SPAES-x. M 1c WTLIEE], BF1k
JG B R A YR H—CH,Br I, TifE 0=3.73,
2.62 F1 1.82 AbHYBLT Hr AW e, 9 & F 4% I
1) ot JEE W Wi 0, 6 W] 2 i) 4% 13 4SPAES-x fifi fb 3R
.

22 BEMBERS

itk A6 2R A W A B K 1 32 B 5 2R K M R A (A1 2L
BRI A 22 5, DI 75 2 58 JE PR 7™ A S 7K /i
KA BIE SR, MBS A T 5+
1 F B G, IFBCE BEA R B AL Skl
iR WABE Y T IR ORI S, B 2
i 4SPAES-25 1) AFM AHIEl. MIE 2 ATLLEH, B
B K P A R K M B SR A 2 R B T3 B Y
A, 22 XN R A Y FHETE BB B 7K S5 44 X 3,
i XA B R S T~ SR AR T B ) S KK B 8 T
T OB R DU 11 A 43 T S S5 H A R T R v T
B T35 0N IR AR B FE b P R A = Y R RIOR 26
EE

2 4SPAES-25 ) AFM [l
Fig. 2 AFM images of 4SPAES-25

23 EMBTFXHRAFE. MAKERMBKE
4SPAES-x 5 Nafion 115 R PEREUNZE 2 iR .
M 2 W LIFE H, 4SPAES-x AR E7E 87~98 pm,
SIS Y B F i 4 i TBC FE 1.12~1.74 mmol/g,
SRS R s s/ (1EC,) (1.20~1.85 mmol/g)
WA 225, A FIERALET G A i —CH, 1A [ o
fE VRFB ™, 251 A IR H 45— I IROK
M4 = B AL R R T, H s B K B 2 (R
ABRATEIRAR, AT AR B 0 AR R 1 F G R
THEFBEN, RARBEEP AP ECHR
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PR R o 43 S i T BEAE 30 °CH Y WU Fil SR,
M 2 v LAE R, B IEC B3 KA KRS,
WU F1 SR Z#iHh K . 4SPAES-x JIiE WU M 11%3 fii
% 32%, SR M 7%HINZE 22%, Nafion 115 I
IR R AT H N 19%F1 16%, 4SPAES-30 Hi T
1o PR R 2 - i R T R R A T K R R K
R, HHBEKRELT ZHANG ZPHGEN S H 4
A VR B8 25 #4 1 TEC {5 M 1.78 mmol/g YRS AL+
SEHE ( SFPAE-4-40 ), Ib4h, 5 TERAEHRIE Y TEC
4 1.79 mmol/g it {57 546 FEEELAG AH >4 1y I 7K
R,
# 2 ASPAES-x 5 Nafion 115 14 AE

Table 2 Properties of 4SPAES-x and Nafion 115 membranes

FES R mlrllalf):ll;g) ( rr{r]flglc//g) WU/% SR/%
4SPAES-16 90 1.20 1.12 11 7
4SPAES-20 95 1.41 131 17
4SPAES-25 98 1.65 156 23 15
4SPAES-30 87 1.85 174 2 »
Nafion 115 127 0.89 — 19 16

e AvE=5 S8

24 RFESEFMERBE

TE 30 °CF, o FH A2 A sl A 2l 7k i)
PER) R SR, 45305 TE 3. WNEIITLAEH,
4SPAES-x B[ i1 1% 3 M % TEC 3SR K,
M 21 mS/cm /%] 86 mS/cm, 4SPAES-30 Y Jfi T
3% T Nafion 115 (71 mS/em ), & T HALE
B A B AT R4 TEC {EAREEIE, 1 YANG %50
HRIBE) IEC {54 1.33 mmol/g Hfis Ak 3R Bk W IR
HFE 7358 31.2 mS/em; ZHANG %2V 4T
F-BE R AL B 5 ER ( SPAEKs ), Hirf' SPAEK-43
JETEC {4 1.63 mmol/g i 714 S %N 61 mS/cm.
BWEW R TE SRR T 4 DRSS A5
A, ZEEE AR TR R B2 shEE IR
T BT IA R, Uik TR A B IR A2454
— R, AL T R A LA I % e AR L
XA ) T B AR B H it G AR B R L U % B T AR AR
ER L ESCR , 7EM] 3 mol/L H,SO4 h ¥ 71 it il
1.5 mol/L VOSO, ¥ ¥ H Il st I il 25 A 1 T AR F, B
NFE 3 AT LA, B AR AL L 9135 i, 4SPAES-x
JEAG TR LN 1.83 Q-cm® FHIEE 0.62 Q-cm®, Hi
4SPAES-25 (0.82 Q-cm”) il 4SPAES-30 ( 0.62 Q-cm®)
7R Y Nafion 115( 0.83 Q-cm? ) B A 1 AR AL FH.
25 HlEFEEMH

LA 1 04 BRI (9% J5 - 52 450 JIEE B 408 7 B R i o
PAFB R EECRE . K 3 5 VOIS IAE MgSO,
PR BE B R AR TR 2 . R 3 AT LLE 3,

Bt 5 1sF ] P 384, I 10 S P 0L 8 U B AR P 1
22 3G TS T35 % 5 Nafion 115 ML,
4SPAES-16. 4SPAES-20 F1 4SPAES-25 ‘R H#1Ik
P T BB %, i 4SPAES-30 X & 4L E 1
BB, HNFHE S IEC ARSI

%3 4SPAES-x 5 Nafion 115 R £ S% . HHH

BHFNE B8 78 18 %
Table 3  Proton conductivity, area resistance and vanadium
ion permeability of 4SPAES-x and Nafion 115

membranes
. T AR L L/ HLE T3 &R/
0 /(mS/ Z
Fdh o/(mS/cm) (Q-cm?) (<107 cm?/min)
4SPAES-16 21 1.83 17.2
4SPAES-20 40 1.14 25.4
4SPAES-25 69 0.82 36.9
4SPAES-30 86 0.62 55.8
Nafion 115 71 0.83 415
0.18 —=— 4SPAES-16
—e— 4SPAES-20
~ 0.15F —— 4SPAES-25
d —v— 4SPAES-30
g 0.12 ——Nafion 115
g 0.09}
S 0.06F
S
0.03F
0 L

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70
A R/h

€13 4SPAES-x il Nafion 115 [ VO™ ffy v i it ] ity 25 1k

Fig. 3 Change of VO*' concentration of 4SPAES-x and
Nafion 115 membranes with time

2.6 REIHIMIEREF IR E M

IS ) AT 1 B R AR i e 5 i 2 7 ML R 3l vp
Rl 751, & 4 50 il 4 4SPAES-x i (H'JE
) 78 30 CCHINRA T BYFLAom B Fn T 2P K 2%
R 4T LAE N, BEE TEC {EAIEI, MK & &
O, K SBALVE IS R, S OB R B R R
( M\ 19.3 MPa [% % 12.6 MPa ) fy Rl , W2 fifi R
THE (N 43.5%TF 2 79.8% ), X b HAth SCHk & 1Y
Tl A 0T 3 S, AR ST il % 1) S LA A 24 i B

PERER),

4 ASPAES-x JIE Y S A i J5 F0 b 24 K

Table 4  Tensile strength and elongation at break of
4SPAES-x membranes
i Fi R B /MPa WA /%
4SPAES-16 19.3 43.5
4SPAES-20 16.2 58.7
4SPAES-25 14.1 65.9
4SPAES-30 12.6 79.8
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& 4 5y 4SPAES-x #il 4CH;-PAES-30 7E N, 4% il
TRy EMZ . WK 4 WLIES], 4CH;-PAES-30
BRI ETE 400 °CAE4r, T 4SPAES-x JR#A
WA 3 ARy 1 B 30~130 °C yfiEh
KA FEFIBAE & 5 45 2 T3 M 170~350 °C Ky rh
itk T 35 A R e S I 6 11 43 5 55 3 3840 7E 400 °C
J& . RGE SRR AN EE R A W) 850 5 o N TGA il
LRTT, P45 4SPAES-x I ELA B AP AIHE B M

4SPAES-16

«—4CH,-PAES-30

- 4SPAES-25
4SPAES-30

FREREE%

0 100 200 300 400 500 600 700 800
REE/C

¥l 4 4CH;-PAES-30 Fl 4SPAES-x #2k 7 i £k
Fig. 4 TGA curves of 4CH;-PAES-30 and 4SPAES-x

2.7 VRFB tEREMIK

J T VA VRFB PEBE, 7E 40~200 mA/cm?
AT, W T AL ReR, g5R0E 5.

MK 5a Frs, FrARAPECSCE (CE) ME
P 9 285 R B AT A, 5 VA PR o A R ) R O
NIRRT AR A, W T AL TS s s Y e
40~200 mA/cm® HL i % T, 4SPAES-20 Fil 4SPAES-
25 ) CE 30 9I7E 92.7%~95.40%Z [0) Fll 91.7%~
95.3%2 [il , & T Nafion 115 ( CE 7E 90.7%~95.1%
Zi), X2 T 4SPAES-20 Fl1 4SPAES-25 [ HA
REHLE F BB, MIMRENE IR AT = i CE,
4SPAES-30 JEf{) CE 7F 88.5%~94.5%z[a], kT
Nafion 115 &, [ T A9 CE 3= 5 T HAR X7 19
HETFBER,

M 5b aTLIER], o PR AR S E
L AT R B ERCR (VE ) #BEL FLIT A R AR K
Mg/, H1F 4SPAES-30 Fl 4SPAES-25 fixfs ke
Nafion 115 {RAHIFHLBE, 1T E AL BEEZ 5 Y VE,
I, 76 40~200 mA/cm® LA R, 4SPAES-30 Al
4SPAES-25 B ) VE 43 %l A 91.2%~ 67.9% #ll
90.8%~64.8%, =5 T Nafion 115 I VE 4 89.9%~62.2% ),
1M 4SPAES-20 FHT-HATE w1y AR F BE AT 2R 30 L
Nafion 115 B VE ( 88.6%~ 59.9% ).

REEACR (EE) NECHCEHEERCRI TR,
BN TR R AR AR AR, R EEPEAG i
RERGRY RN ZE . W Sc BTk, 4SPAES-25 JBAE 40
mA/em’ LR E T s i i EE, 4 83.3%, T

Nafion 115 i) EE (81.5% ), FEJFENLETFMEELA
BERRIE A | AR RAFRHALM: . 76 40~200 mA/cm?
AT, EE 23 TR, 4SPAES-25 Y EE
M 83.3%[% % 61.7%, Nafion 115 /¥ EE M 81.5%[4 %
59.1%. It4h, 4SPAES-25 Ay EE 1 T—LE L fRiE i
RS PR, UnFLA T S5 4 1 15 3 - B TR (L R 5
ik B 5 - 22 e i ( SPEEK-6Fs ), H: b IEC {H K
1.38 mmol/g M ( SPEEK-6F-50 ) 7£ 50 mA/cm® HLif
HE RIS EE K 74%; LI P95 mim s 2 4
P ot B 0 B RN = G Y 35 245 R 19 % R T IV i R

(6F-s-bSPI), IEC {H}y 1.54 mmol/g, £ 60 mA/cm’
ML E T EE 2 77%; W T CHEN Z57Hii Ry
IEC{E M 1.6 mmol/g HAHFAT 2 M OS5 Fa ) 7 it
LR F5HEN ( SFPAE-S-70 ) JiE, HAE 40 mA/cm® FAY
EE 5 79%.

a
96
X
< 93+
M
=
P 90
# - 4SPAES-20
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