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Resear ch progress on microbial desalination cell
with high desalination efficiency
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Abstract: Microbial desalination cell (MDC) is an emerging green and sustainable energy recycling

technology, which utilizes microbial extracellular respiration to simultaneously achieve desalination,

electricity generation and degradation of organic pollutants. Herein, the energy consumption and limitations

of conventional energy-intensive desalination techniques (thermal concentration and membrane processes)

were summarized. The operation mechanism, coupling systems and sustainable development influencing

factors of MDC were then introduced, with an emphasis on the collaborative efficient treatment of

wastewater by multiple MDC coupled technologies and the challenges for sustainable development. Finally,

the future strategies were discussed from the perspective of MDC in efficient, sustainable and low-carbon

wastewater treatment, saltwater desalination and energy/resource recovery.
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PR B IR AR (TDS ) M ABEABE e,
G i AR B K AE A A By R, SR
HEET (CDI) 5 MFC #ARMG LT e %
AW AR GEE RS (F 6), B RA R R
A E AR L& B2 AR, M /KIATRAE M
W Z BGRB8 9k W B I B A A2 U2 FL 2
£ (s 1=~ 1% S 1 | 7 N N 9 1]
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e 2 RN M 28 1)k ¥ 05901
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Fig. 6 Schematic diagram of CMDC!®!
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PE, TAARGR pH AT, I E AR R A%
4 MDC & 7~25 135127,

FORRESTAL Z:P7F ] ACC N st , 1 i 18
B HL 28 M SUZ R W RS 7, DL LR 22 B 1 B AL A
EBRT Y 69.4%%h 43, i FAMR AN BA MY == (4 £8 B JCAT:
a3l STOLL 27U CMDC 2 i #Ab B 41
WREK, B 17 B A sh 51 2 500
FEY R SZI T 6.4 mg/h IR LY EBER, D&
JIiER R 36 mg TDS/g ACC., CMDC ] LLZE i HL Al
BRI T 21T, BN IEM g b ok .
YUAN % VBE 58 % B, i r #5520 9 B 46 %
(200 mg/(L-h) ) & T g A= (135 mg/(L-h) ),
LIANG ZE8 1800, 78 N BHE 5 59 MDC 153 R,
JEEE CMDC AT LIRS i bR ER %, 1 P B A 11
MDC W3E i BB . CMDC ) 32 BAR A R
FHESA A A i R R, Bl 1 HURV pH 13 )
DL BH IE B A RS S BT AR B BE R
22,6 BF @AM MDC (IRMDC )

1 MDC Br#hid frp, Rk B fn i S5 23R 1) [
I 2 5 SRR H BRI, 5t g B A 7= H
TR R RO R, g B R L SRR
FH 35 - A2 i g 42 55 MIDC Jii $h %8 ok # 57 IRMDC %
g (E7), BTRmMIBTEER P Y8 T 514,
DA i K e e BEL 7 % R 255 o RE 00T SR, A
IRMDC SEFr#aEH, JRKHBR T NaCl ZhA &4 H
MiEhsy, RGERIERERT RESZ R MEH, B
K Ca® . M™% UURE M i 2 1fd 1T - 208 45
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I-E R FZ RS BT 4, BRI CEIY,
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Fig. 7 Schematic diagram of IRMDC!®"!
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FHLE, IRMDC HY WA N BHER E 7E 3.0~4.7 Q. KL,
IRMDC 7 H Jth fr) B 5 1 BB R 7™ L 850 Oy i 5 2o
FRIE RT3 ]

227 #i#X MDC (OMDC )

BB ETE IO e i A 251 R T o )
BE IR SKITH , MTEfE45 MDC A RS
B AEM DML RGHE G0 OMDC 3 g7
(&l 8)., 7 OMDC FR4iH, TR RHR
(b2 422 SR K 1, 17 1E 1838 I e /R K AABH
W %, RN 2R B+ A il %,
TRl AL, (8 PHA Y pH Ik T% 48 MDCU>7,
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Fig. 8 Schematic diagram of OMDC*
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ANART Bt 8 2 Fhh B 4R g K R UR ) [l A
HAE TN 4.6 mA (BT, @i FRe sz st 1
AR R K B b % (57.8% ) 19, ISMAIL 270 i 1]
1B 15 i A 3B 15 I N i #A H A6il FH R HE K
AT AP R RIBR AR, A5 R KW, N AFXT COD
1 TDS BRI 518 92% ., 80%, Ly Hl v, i 4 JiF
914 48.52 mW/m?. 136.3 mA/m*, 45 H] /] OMDC
) VIR IB AT P BRI REIR T) 95.9%, A HLE N
0.16 kW-h/m’*, fii H.% A i ¥k 10~50 g/L NaCl
VW SRR T 85%7, WERNER 2517817 f
2 S BAMMGE OMDC, AE/b T AMNERE A,
IR FRAT 35% 1 i 5 ) 422 Jd £k 2R K =k 43 W/m® A g
i, OMDC il Y E PR, [EB B AEM
FECHRTRRCRFEAL, Tk 22 B R = 1 B IR
Fihh, EHIEBBESAREAKPEIY . i
20 TR 25 %) 7 B R T i By e 4771
228 WMAMEBENSEAE TR

FEAESE MDC Wk R, 52 m e A g 1Y) 1A
KA B . pH . 15 54 R I & A S AR
KRB ML A AN T LA A A g
KA, MEHANNA 2657001 LUO 26020 %
Hrfl MEC HiA #4284 9 i g i k3t ( MEDC ),
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SCELT kR . A, SR, MEDC fEfE—E )R
FRPE, W AEM SEHIE pH FRERA CIALER, B
1R % PR ERFE AT R AR ST Ry v X Bk R, CHEN
AEI80hs 3 iga 22 U i BPM ) 5| A MEDC #xrr
20 R YRR AL S kA 73 (MEDCC, 1 9 ).
T REI AL BPM AR HE K 434 S N 22 i T pH
g, LR T B T e R S PR RS, R
i P AR B A AR B AL 2 A T, 5 MEDC il fif
RALFL A = A L, MEDCC Ry RRERMEREDR
Rl MEDCC 724 R M e sk, 72
A B AT TR SR S CO,. SIEFR T M,
MEDCC 7=4: R Mg®" . Ca” fRIR SR 5 2
720 fEA 145 £50Y A, fERHEA SR
24 mg CO, # MEDCC ' AYBR P, I LLES
FRIVEE I Bk R 58 T X7 J B IR P , SE B COD B
BN 94%, MERFRN 22%,
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Fig. 9 Schematic diagram of MEDCC"]

MEDCC RALFIAL TAE =5 RE 52 B 2 R
PR, AR EMELSH | WL A R L B K S

HL 250820 G = AR PRME S F B 1 MEDCC ]
R ] 10 58 5 SRR AR A 7= 2R, 1 5 K A I ] B T
Hm R AL P R L R, SBHES
A AT R A S B TG R T B R IR Ok B
MEDCC fHRE, 55— 7T, MDC £ 1] 54 g/ if
JE S R MRS Aok 2B 2 TG YR K R I E AR o

G 4 R PR R R TREVRZ AL, HAb
PR Y 5y B hNT5 Y B A9 N, 1A MDC
A SEELE 4 B R i . AN SR T 2
MDC, [7l25 347 & Cro R Cu® & BUE 7K R 677 H
IHRE B A R 2 A TE T CEM B 25 22 ] 42 4
AN AEM, TG T A0 &8 T iR s G
Hfsz; WA, 40881352 gk R oh UiiE
WUCRRIERAIM i, Cr® . Cu* £ R HKE K
75.1%. 94.1%; AL, MDC 7725 BB 1A T A 1%
fifi 42 & 7= A E AR AR I DUTE i A F 22 Bl . LT ARSI &
T —FpE A —i&{k MDC-MEC & %5, T %E K
UK Y IE B 47 IRk, [ BRAE 1T Y I A X
PO YRR N 99.5%, e K& HLE N 293.7 mW/m?,
JRERRHK 63.7%, WECRHK 95.1%. ZRGHMA
MU ERAILS A, WA B P T ofn (BA A ik
FBHMR S A Ak A b fg e T pH % 8 ; H2R A MDC
R 12 15 35 1 AL BE B0 50 JF 17 BE A0 £ nT S
MDC B#AIRFRERBEFE

T RE TR ENZFITIF MDC T2
(R AR AR I 38 B 2 T e R AEAE AN I 2 4b - MDC i
22 78 T HIREN . Bl b RE . LM . B
. ERAKHEE | EE RNV AR, X SR
B T MDC BB . R E AL AE R
15 Y B3  MDC #8620 1Y o JBd A6 24 3 R R TR
BEPRAE T K AL BE | Rk RN AE TR ] A A A A B
P

# 1 MDCH&RGFEL®

Table 1 Comparison of MDC coupling system
MDC #471 e &4 275 3CHk
ACMDC YEN T ZARRE T s . ICEILRA S . 7 SR AR B SNBERE | P pH 5 [36]
U/ L AR R [E2IS
BMDC MRS R . AR SR SR ALBEER AL AE A=W i 22 TR R REARERE | 52 B A R [29]
< B
SMDC PR AR AR | A DRl R it 6 2 e 11 0SB T R [54]
RMDC $E AR RE ) . FE ) pH K PEF IS AT A REFE [63]
CMDC FfEBIPHMER S BUR | R TOER M . AR pH 4R () SE 1, H 240 R B /N 5 BB 66 [65]
ez TR
IRMDC FosE BRI RE . FRARRERE . SR LT R R ERER  REIRRIETTURR TS I 5 B B K [69]
OMDC AL ER ERE . RBREFRAK TR A N . e IEM B REMUNIELE . 5 T5 Y45 [74]
AAK
MEDCC AR BB (H . FRAIR pH P 3 Az 7 R A B TR RN 265 v AR [80]
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3 MDC A&k REBEIMEZE

31 FEMERE

IEM 1B R B AR AL Z [ B P B GR o, X 3
BT Na', Cl'. Ca®", Mg®, SO BA i J e f%
Pk, A RE % BELAS S N P 7E i k= 2 R B2 %5
WY . AE R IE ™ . K240 MDC J2&ffi
1 AMI-7001 FI CMI-7000 £H%% , BA iR 5 HE6EM
S8 B Nafion (2478 3£J0/m*) Hl Selemion
(90~700 SEy0/m*) MLk, HAMHEHIXTEGH (300~360
26/m? ) B3 /b MDC 78 BH B {8 ] BPM 3§
I, LAl pH , DA S E0RR A [EDCOR] A5
{B7E AL R G5 i fi ] BPM FETER B P Ji& I 45 5
HARNISCH %5\, fii il BPM i} MFC A9 pH &
P A AR 0 e U 5 BE ARG, I CHEN 2552558 T BPM
T MDC 7 pH $ il 1 H 372 3 5 1 ) v Pk o P
I, RS MDC B4 A RLAEE, SR T ¢4k
FHT ELSAS 8% 25 1Y TEM. A] LS X PR35 1) 5 g 58

IEM [ 1% 5 R 6 28 73 B A B 28 e
B A2 A R HORZ FI KR E . PHRE
FIEFIAR 2 22 [v) Py 25— Ao 5 v AR [] 8 42 1
Bep AR A b R TR B R R AL 1Y)
K R 2 P38 JACOBSON 2 WIpffgy kM, #¢
UMDC 1, 24 B B 8 2= AR B FL A A 0.02 B 1)
Ji RN 99%, i CAO 4511 =% MDC g2,
YRR S AR AR LB R 3 B AR 50k 93%.,
XIS A T S R A UK (R

30~35 g/L NaCl ), Z5RFEH, Na'Fl CIpy¥R R L
RESE AR A T AR A BR ), $RTHBEERPERE . 2 B, KM
RS it 2 BT e S ) R DG ) 24 PR 2R AR A A% ot i 4
B Y HTRCH B AR5

FEEYS G RN 25 35 2 T YL W) TE ISR ThT A SR A . WA
ol A AL B 2, LR G I (R R 4 RS 2 S S0
ML UERE T TR, BN ES 15 S i A A BEL T 55 4k
MDC PERE. 453552 AR Y B YR . pH R B
AR RZ IR, LB S PN = pH REAR E 240 B 1 Ca™"
Mg®*. Fe’) fEfi L utsE®, S4h, RIFEERET
(RE A% R A AT RS M 2530, QK b ReAA (&b -
WY, &R AT ) MAETE ] RE S 1 LIS
YOO 3l la A Tl R K R A T T MR (PR
TR AE ) rTRES A PLIG Y, seah, FHBR A
W FL it T U ) R A 2 R R AEAE . U HAEAEY)
ML RSO0 PR 2 #E T IEM EAY ISR r o
I, RZ%0 MDC RYBIFFE e S5 50 % Hp J 41
i, BT Qe RN Z5 R X R RERZ R /N o SR, FE M
BRI e, B 7EfLB N AL AR R x|
S MM L Z w402 s A B ok s A2 )
S35 Y T B X BH B L 1 R T A S5 A AN RS
AR, WA GIF R T 2Rk 2= A 0 7 ik ok
SR A TS Y XERT, DA LB AR A 0 R B R A P R Y
R (£ 2), SR, IEM MERSCR | iBFTHA .
Hedpr A LR BS540 TNV 18 5 PR 22 ™ i 5 0 B T
ML, P, WARE R BE vE T &
PUMEIE MDC By K817,

#£2 IEM 5 QBRI IED)
Table 2 Methods for prevention and control of fouling on IEM®”!
Tk R YRGS
JEE A R . BRI . MR DIFEEAR . AL ARARRAR . BEREME T BERAS S . RA
AR A B[R] 1 5T 35 1) 5 40 W
i e R /1 /4 A5 WL VEAS R BTN TS Gy s 7 AR AN B K FIRE IR B T . 520
JEAEBE
Toidb 2 FEJT IR k. IR ANERRBER R IRE IEM RS M R R R A A 2 T
flo: TEPEWC KR T BEANR | HIMIIE R
MU Bt A, RB, S MBI VEAS R PE TS g% 5 SR RE IR AL
FORPER BN IR K1) R G W . TCAGF BN 5 5 AR R IR A ok B 0 TR VR Ve 4
W REMT BPM RE. 74 AR KK
CiN 2] 2/ bk e BRI ENAL . BT R Ay e etk
E7hS B AR R A BRI AR/ TIO, BT 58 MEAIEVERIRERBE R . FRETAAF s A B AR
SR /BETE N B/ R 2 O e 5

3.2 HRE pH =l

£ MDC Hh A R fR b, Ak Wy R ik
H 1R B2 BHAR I A9 pH R B, 1B A % 1) pH A
A R OH BRI LTt , pH 2R A 52 i =

IR PRSP, M 5 SRR B0 A FR B AL,
P 05— B 3o 4800 B 6 R e
WO AR P59 (L5 1, PBS 2 HIF4ERF pH
B MR T4z, (0 TR MRS, ek
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B MDC R4 P PBS IR/ A Al £ A9, Fi]
FH RMDC {i BH B 38 RN B AR BRI &, 7 BHAR 2
TR J5 7 R AN BB R 1 = pHL,  RERS AP pHL 12K
MO (H B AR A R IR EE T 2 5 B I o 1 4]
TR CE, #5 KA I E i i % i pH,
W SRR A == A B A B S AR M R 2R
KAKHIS RMDC 7= ftfE o il ad I R Gkl d i 758
B W AT IE B pH W% 8l . £ CMDC H1, ¥ CEM
WAZI WS4 BT H PR =T R B R =, 4k
TR BN, S pH J@?", CDI J&—#l
F BRI S A 0 LB IR, A
PR BRI P e A1 70 LA 3R RN s A 4 i 2 A
B, Bk 2R F e S, YANG %P0
7E£ MEDC " {fifl] T UF. AEM. CEM 3 R, {iFH
W RN = Z [ Sy T B R P s ie, mT
TR R BT 15— 1) o T AR 805, AEM B K b 22 fi
T BHM B 2 2Z 18] ) pH BREE ([RARL 54% ); 1E
PR KI5, CEM /ER B3R TR AR R B o
FIPERE( 77.63% ), T HE = T MEDC FRE{RM:RE .

Zi b, NEREE ] U AL 3 K 14 A 75 3R I
RHE, 0 PBS R FIGL, JHAE T pH Fadx,
FRLA, L & ) pH A IR, ST
DAt AR 30 25 AR R 2 3247 Y H AR A4 pH
S HAEEE L,
3.3 RMEEMRIEYERE

AR YRS TR YRS MDC R 887 I & HEH5 K
YEF, A=W LT 5 RS WU T 0 A= P 4 B 2 e S
FROMF=HLE ) (MR EE R REE o 7= Hi TR B 25 78 F i
FM, FoMRREE TR AR AL, PR L A H i
HRIER . % EEMESHE S MBI RS
HIPERE o FEAE YIRS R BRI, A DL A AR )R T 55
ISP L F RS AR, YR A S TR IR BOR &
BT A 5 L A A g 2
IR EE C. YkTLL . B FRIKAN HIZ
3 4 K08 A PR A A R T e o DL R L
FO (1) fERRERA R (E ORI . W
WIANZhAF I . BRI AF B . 5 AR R A ;s
(2) &JREJEH (HFFE . A FLECH . Mk B
85 ); (3) B R ER A i B ( JBEAT SR M BRT . OB 1 55 );

(4) KEEWE (TREE. KBTFEE ).

AL SMAEYTEE EAKE, 52
T TR FERAE SO UIAROC , A sl R LRI 254
- HEARN AZ 4 | AR TR S A S I 22
ANy H TR B e e o T AR AR AR IR Y e A S
AR, SR AR AR KPR L SRR
PRI S S R e 7 e R S A TR ek
WA e T 6 51 I (0~45 °C) FRE
St X A W T BT ) L 4 B IR Vs 45 4 7 A
FRASPERZ O B AR A B DR 28 6 A W B = P &
KEZ, HBLENER, RN H 5S4
WA 5y F15 51 S AR E B iR 2 B R Ah £
Bt 35 S B H A W A OGO gk Ah,
B 2R iR 2ok OE B A M iy 1 B R
WX 2 0 A AT B PR A O L AR el Rk
SCHEFEPIUO LR A P E TR A 7 HL Y ) R VR
FEE,

T MDC #F5E ., © Uk SR Y 7E PEAG
MDC P BERL P % 0 L . UTAMI 250 0Hf58 1
T BH W = 422 Fh L 245 % 8 IS ) 19 Debaryomyces
hansenii, SCELRSE 55.03%HIMiEE%, 488 mW/m’
ff i 2% . SHINDE “:U'7LR AN K MFC
PRVEMIBHRL U , LA &4 Pseudomonasputida 143 PE 15
PN EYIE, WMEER] COD ERFH 70%, Rk
ok 102 mW/m?, 5 4R MDC REH L,
RE IR RG IR 2 E . AQU I B JGa I PR
BRe i, WA E NI G IRERE PR R K
K it S e v AT T LA s AR AT, Luo AENOY
W kB, LAIRTT K W, W &
Proteobacteria 1 Actinobacteria [1%% & H' COD &
RN 52%, MERRN 66%, %Pk 8.01 W/m’;
L) Proteobacteria spp. iy £ SR G R M E & A &
I 7K MDC "1, COD EBRRKy 55%, MiEhFH
66%1 . A RIS, 24 PHAR A P B e O A B R DA
B E m R 71433 1) Geobacter i Desulfovibrio fif,
COD KBRF ik 88%, fufdsh LR 72%",
ML ERTHENT, SRR, REERA
AL ERERE IR . 3R 3 S8 MDC R4t
PERE S UAE WIS I R o

#3 MDC & ARG
Table 3 Comparison of MDC coupling system

NaCl i f& e S - N, . N .
T (g/L) RS (ERE) PR MDCs B %2 3k
5.00 PRRFFBT(63% ) BB JFAF B (12% ) VR (4% ) . ZBIEH . Bk EAE BRI R N 68%; [36]

BREAIE (4% ) 55

COD ER%H 38%;
HEEN 1.4 A/m?




%3 XNaev, A5 A Y B SR R e b = Rk R o © 475 -
%% 3
NaClFﬁ:% Ly W, S . S gy J IRy % N
V(gL EYRE (R PR MDCs B ZE DN
5.84 B (55%) . JEEEE (27%) % I T R R A 66%; [31]
COD EBEH A 53%;
HLEEN 3.6 W/m?
5.84 RIFAR (31%) . JRLE (21%) . ZIEE (16%) . I . TR AR MWEEE R K 66%; [108]
JERER (11%) . BRFFE (5%) 5§ COD EBEHRA 52%:;
HLAE N 8 W/m’;
CE M 25.4%
20 WERATE (21%) . BEEEFTE (29%) « ASFFE AR E . SEFEFE  mRBREEEN 37%; [36]
(12%) . HEH (16%) . RAME (8%) % COD LR A 54%;
HEEN 1.2 A/m?
20 FRFT TR ( 88% ) . & (AT TR ( 91% ) IMRLTIZTER(87% ). ZFEH TR 74%; [110]
AT (87%) . KHE (89%) % HAEN 4.06 W/m?,
5.27 A/m®
35 BIEH (81%) « B (7% ) « MZEKH (5%) . 1B ZIBE. PG E R R A 72%; [109]

BER (3% ) . EEEER (3% ) %

COD £ 88%;
HEEN 1.4 A/m?

MDC TE#R KR . AR BE | L BEFITEE I 1T i
AR E 1) 25 R 5 Y 55 5 T ) 25 PERETEAR RRE JEE b
MR BHAR AR R, G 4 I 2 5 Wy Al 2 0 e
Iy E R T B A, BT SR, Rl AL
T, AR, R, R A AL
ORI RERZ I MDC AYRETERE, Hrh A M IS A%
5 BRG] (NaCl it iE>25 g/L) PY. 4t
X MDC SEB v — S Pk SR s TRl R, i vy 25 Y
R PR, AT Gl A ) 22 18] SCRC R 52 A7
o, am AR R AR SGE A W IR PR, U
LS TR RORE UG R

ERIESRE

SR AL B8 1) RE TR R A 8 41 R FAR Ak A
ENE R KIRAC I SR B F R AN AT RS0, XS
BT RE R ERRR SRR IR L Z . T
MDC 7EBK L . AP REIR AL . SRR IR AN [T
i (LA S5 DT T AR (4 T — T BRI AU BRI AT 2
JRISHMS . ARSCRIES R 1k KRR MDC 14
T DL KR Wi PR R A S B R A S 8 (OB e i3t
T B AR AR Y BOAS AR A ) PR
Hipg kR E AP (pH KM, BELIR/5 5
R PERUE YIS ) BEAT T Axth A . BeAh, KRBl
AR T S F) A1 v A LA R B BEAR A R Y 3 495 O 52 i)
MDC PERERYE E S, G Jmid i, IR ER AR MR L
W ISR R B W e AL B A e, — 1A
£ RMDC J&: 8 38 5 #h /K IR AL |« K AL BEAIRE IR K
LAY L

FUAT, s R ] Hr e KRN S ,

4

A7 A LE T

PRER, A RAT LT 4 % ESE T MDC 285
fhep kg, JUHOE SRS 0 | MRS S HE
R sl 2= e W R, DAGE AT e gl/nl 17
# MDC 15717,

(1) IRFF & BA IS ED TS Y ny J B, ff
T BRAE SR AR 18] S 55 o 46 i e FR i) BB A0 98
(2) $&H—FhBE SRR B FH 2 N pH #9#%
AW, DABRE o AR W Y 7 H TG 1k

(3) BIGGH B AR AR, 0 2 LAk SR AN K4S
WIEH . =R T30 80, ReEmalpsE. &
VI ERBUE b, TS MR AN = i

(4) RGHAST andalid i 5 T AR s W E Y
RS . AR LR Ty, JLHE IR A Ky
SR L SR Fh DA T 275 77 s R = — R 1A%
R, BT RMED R E SNSRI S
SRR R KA - 3R 2 S AR S T i L

(5) hyfiff e A 0 Jo A 7 RN 48 v BE R AR A
YeHERC A IR, SE4E MDC #EAT AR A R AT, 4
A& MDC 19 3 N OCHEA R . iR R gl i
BrEec (AR B, BBk TR 6l ); thil
Ia{Th B (817 WAL EYTE g ); )R
WA A R A SS TR B B ( REeHrfd . nise/ A A A
A ).
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